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took steps to secure this. I)ifficulties had arisen in the
management of the property, by reasoii of its being vested
in the hands of a changinig body of trustees, wlich by the
charter have beeni overcome.
The report states that tlhe out-patient departmenit has

*for some time proved insufficient for 'the iinereasinig
demands on it. Last year the attendances were 89,224,
being an increase of over 13,000. A schleeme for the
enlargemenlt or rather the reconstruction of the depart-
ment has been under constant consideration during the
year, and tlle Committee will shortly be in a positioln to
lay before the public propositions which will commend
themselves as being all that is desired to bring the
departmenit up to what is nieeded. £3,700 has been
received for the Sir William Mitchell Banks Memorial
Fund, which, it was agreed, should be applied to this
object, and has been employed to acquire an enlarged site
adjacent to the hospital. Three more beds have been
endowed, and through the generosity of Mr. E. R.
Bickersteth, consulting surgeon to the institution, the
upper part of what was once Dover Street has been laid
out as a recreation ground for the nurses. Dealinig with
the expenditure, which increases from year to year, the
report says that it should not be forgotten by those
.supporting a hospital that it is through the agency of
voluntary institutions-especially those to whichl medical
schools are attached-that the physicians and surgeons,
as well as the nurses of the future, are recruited and
trained, who in good time do suc'h noble and helpful work
for the relief and comfort of the communiity.
The President, Mr. Robert Gladstone, in moving the

-adoption of the report, said that it must be a matter of
satisfaction to them all that the Infirmary had become
incorporated. The seal which had been adopted was an
exceedingly beautiful one, and did great credit to the
designer. During the past year a very interesting event
had taken place in connexion with the Liverpool Univer-
sity. A deputation from the University waited upon the
Committee of the Royal Infirmary, and suggested that a
joint committee should be appointed by the Universify
and the Infirmary with the view of enabling the holders
-of professorships of medicine and surgery in the Univer-
sity to have charge of wards or beds in the Infirmary. A
Joint committee was appointed, and their report was now
under the consideration of the authorities. The move-
ment emanated from the University, aiud he felt sure the
trustees of the Infirmary would desire to further any plan
of the kind which would be in the best interests of both
institutions. They all knew that the University really
owed its origin to the Infirmary. He remembered
that when the University College was first started Dr.
Waters asked him to be one of the committee for estab-
lishing that college, and the principal reason for the
foundation of the college was to provide for the require-
ments of the students of medicine.

THE NORTHERN HOSPITAL.
The annual meeting of the Northerni Hospital took

place on January 26th. The number of in-patients treated
during the year was 2,398, and the number of out-patients
13,670. The horse ambulance, the first of its kind estab-
lished in Liverpool, or indeed in Great Britain, was called
out 984 times.

HOSPITAL SUNDAY.
The Hospital Sunday collections took place on January

14th. The day was unusually fine, but in spite of that
there was a serious falling-off in the amount realized as
compared with former years.

ACTION AGAINST A MEDICAL MANX.
Hobson v. BicmneU.

In the Court of Appeal on January 23rd, before
Lords Justices Vaughan Williams and Stirling, tlle hiear-
ing of the appeal of Dr. A. Bicknell, of West Kirby,
against a judgement in favour of the plaintiff Hobson
entered at the trial at the Liverpool Assizes in May
last' was concluded. The plaiitiff was in the employ-
ment of the Hoylake Golf Club, and was, in the
opinion of the defendant, suffering from a certain
disease, and onl this becoming known the plaintiff
lost his situationl. An action for damages followed,
and the jury found that the defendant was wrong,
and guilty of negligence in his original diagnlosis of
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the disease from wlich the plaintiff was suffering, but
that be afterwards acted with all care, and they awarded
the plaintiff £70 for the loss of h1is situation at the club.
Lord Justice V'auglhani Williams, in giving judgemenit,
said the question whtiel the Court had to decide was
whetlher the defendanit was negligent in the diagnosis
wlich lie made when hle was called on to treat thie
plaintiff; and, secondly, whether the result whichl
followed, namely the dismissal of the plaintiff
from hIis enmploymenit at the club, was brought
about or caused by such a negligenlt diagnosis.
The jury found that the defenldant was negligenit
inasmuclh as he accepted the diagnosis of Dr. Moss (who,
first saw the plaintiff) without sufficient examination, but
that subsequently he used all reasonable care. There was,
in his lordship's opinion, a manifest difficulty in recon-
ciling this finding with the finding as to damages. If this
was..a mere question of a verdict against the weight.of
evidence lie would not have been inclined to interfere, but
the question was whether thle damages. followed from the
negligence. It was clearly shown that the plaintiff was
dismissed as the result of a subsequent examination, and
it was only possible to support the finding as to damages
on the assumption of negligence subsequent to the first
diagnosis; but there was an express finding of the jury that
the defendant subsequently used all reasonable care, and
that being so, it could not be said that th.e damages followed
from negligence. For these reasons there must be judge-
ment for Dr. Bicknell. Lord Justice Stirling concurred.
The defendant was allowed the general costs of the trial,
the plaintiff to have the costs of the issue oIn which he
succeeded.

BIRMfINGHAM BIRTH-RATE.
DR. ROBERTSON, Medical Officer of Health for Birming-
ham, states in his quarterly report that the birth-rate
during the last ttnree months of 1905 is the lowest on
record. Only 3,648 childrein were born in the last quarter
as compared with 4,017 in 1904 and 4,078 in 1903. For
some years past the birth-rate has been declining. Fortu-
nately, the deatlh-rate for tlhe same quarter is also the
lowest on record, anid in one ward alone; it lhas fallen
5.3 per cei.t.

ANTHRAX AT REDDITCH.
At Redditch, on January 25th, a farmer was prosecuted

for failing to notify a case of anthrax. The dejence was that
the death of the cow in question was due to the rupture of
a blood vessel, and that the farmer waited before he dis-
posed of the carcass until a veterinary surgeon had arrived.
The blood had been allowed to run down a drain. The
veterinary surgeon who was called said that unless the
farmer knew the symptoms of anthrax by experience lhe
miglht not recognize the disease. The defendant expressed
his belief that in sending for a veteriniary surgeon at once
he was fulfilling his duty under the Act of 1887. He was
not aware that the police must first be informed. The
Bench decided that all reasonable precaution had in fact
been taken, and the case was dismissed.

MIDLAND COUNTIES HOME FOR INCURABLES.
The annual meeting.of the subscribers of the Midland

Counties Home for Incurables at Leamington was hield
on January 26t1l, the Lord LIieutenant, the Marquis of
Hertford, being in the chair. The report showed that the
ordinary revenue enabled a greater niumber of inmates
to be treated than in any previous year. An additional
free bed has been established, and the wlhole home
repainted internally. The new east wing has been begun,
and it was lhoped that this would be completed without
drawing oni the reserve fund. In addition to the presenit
income, £450 a year will be required to maintain the
fifteen patients in the new east wing.

THE MENTALLY DEFECTIVE.
The Sites and Building Subcommittee of the Education

Committee of the Birminglham City Council have decided
to use the old industrial school in Gem Street, whieh has
been rendered vacant by the removal of this .institution
to the new buildings at Harborne, for the purposes of a
school, especially equipped and managed for the trainiing
of children who are,mentally defective.


